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Channing Frye -

continue strong push for
more playmg time, scoring 17 of
his 20 points in the second half.
And the fans also got a little taste
of Brooklyn;as, usms Stephon
Marbury; guard Se
bastian Telfair each poured in 27
points and went at each other as
if they were holding com in
Coney:Istand::
“I+.thought ' they ‘both Were
spectacular,” Brown said. “I re-
spected what they both did. Se-
bastian is. getting better every
second of .every game. He made
some'playstonight that you don’t
see many. people make”
.(six. rebounds, seven
jored 13 of his 19 first-
half points.in the second quarter,
which included two 3s and a fall-
away. flip, shet. from, the baseline
over Malik Rose.
“He | played very well tonight,”
d ‘of Telfair. “I think
est.game as a pro.
pxck -and-roll well
b

Eriday’
ver, attacked Telfair from the
opening tipoff and would not re-
lent. Telfair: picked up two fouls
guarding Marbury in the first half,
as did reserve guard Jarrett Jack.
“Steph, overdll, was phenome-

nal,” Brown said. “I think he was .

energized because he wanted to
play well, he wanted to compete
and he played like he’s capable-of
playing.”

But so did-the Blazers — at

first «nine games, including; the -

portant t0 win at :
that,” -.guard. Jamal Crawford |

wd that  gathered. for ;
ha

de his first three ]

Knlcks tookie cﬁannmgﬁye

blazing 59 percent (20-of-34) from
the field en route to a 57-54 half-
time lead. )
“First half, we had a hard time
stopping:-them,” Brown - said:

_“Second half, we made them turn
we defended well, |
“held them to one shot.” :

the: ball over,

The Knicks, outscored by 22 in
the second half in the Nov. 9 loss
to the Blazers.in Portland, were
sparked in the third g uarter yes:
terday by Robinison, Frye Rose,
Crawford and Maurice Taylor.
“Our: third -quarters- have not
been that good-at all,” said Craw-
ford, who cammued his hot

Robinson ehecked in for Marbury

and the Knicks rolled off eight
straight* point$ during the next
2:06. Frye was-on target; nailing.a
21-footer and a 6-footér and Tay-
lor eapped the run with a dunk as
the lead expanded to 79-70.

“By the end of the season he is
goirig to be:one of the best rook-
ies in the league,” Marbury said
of Frye who played his college

who scored 20 points on 8-0f-10 shooting
yesterday at the Garden, battles Blazers’ Zach Randolph for a rebound.
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None Tmnuvus. 13 (Crawford e
.2, Curry 2, Ariza, Taylor), Steals: 8 (Rose 2, Davis
"2, Marbury, Crawford, Butler, Taylor).

Portiand 28 29 14 21— 92
KNICKS 26 28 27 22-103

A—17,057 (18,763). T—2:17. Officlals—jim
Clark, Tom Washington, Michael Henderson.

ball at Arizona. “He comes from a
great program. Whenever you
have that college experience, you
have that discipline.” .

Crawford dis plckmg up  his game
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NEW.YORK —Atthough the
Knicks have stumbled out of the
block, losing seven of their first 10
games, guard Jamal Crawford-has
seen his-preduction increase since

averaging fewetithan six points in his, “figures.

first three games.

“It hasn't translated into. wins,”
said Crawford, who averaged 17.7
points last season. “As long as'we
win, I'm fine.”

In the-Knicks' past seven games,
Crawford has shot.46:percent ;
(43-0f-94)from the field, including 31
percent (10-0f-32) from beyond the
3-point arc: He has his average up to
13.7 points per game.

Grawford made-his first start of
the season in Portland on Nov. 9, re-
cording-a team-high' 15 points ina
95-83 |oss. The sixth-year guard also
led the Knjicks in scoring against
Utah (20), a game the Knicks won,
73-62.

Crawford had 19 points yester-,
icks scored.in double .

bounds.in the firsthatt, itlooked-as i
Egddy Curry was:on his‘way toa
huge affernoon. But the-first-year

- Knick, whoris averaging just 24-min-

utes pergame, sat:the second haff
with a strainectleft calf.

through it, .but it.hurt a littie bit,”
Curry:saidl. “It got avlittle sore as |
played. | just have to take care of it
so that it is not a nagging injury.”

W Mayhe he knew something the
Stephon Marbury detractors didn’t.
Before yesterday’s game, coach
Larry Brown sat with reporters and
said of Marbury: “He’s going to have
a great game today, | can feel that.”

Marbury shot 9-of-16, scored 27
points and handed out eight assists
in 41 minutes.

B Channing Frye is the first
Knicks rookie to lead the team in
scoring more than once:in a sea-
son since Mark-Jackson did it 11
times in the 1987-88 season.

The Associated Press contributed |

to this report.
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